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and other luxuries of fortune, but in prudence, wisdom, and
knowledge. And by so much as the prince wishes to differ
from his people in his mode and fashion of living, by so much
should he be removed from the foolish opinions of the vul-
gar. Adieu and love me as much as you can."4S

It is strange to remember that at the very time that Cath-
erine was teaching Mary these principles, Diane de Poictiers
was taking every opportunity to teach the latter to despise
her as "La fille de marchands."

Catherine's daughters were brought up with exceeding
strictness, Catherine being all her life a very great stickler for
les convenances. It is extraordinary to note from their letters
how greatly her childien admired her, and how much they
thought of it when they won her praise. This was not confined
to one, but is common to them all. Her favourite daughter was
the eldest, Elizabeth; the youngest Marguerite (she who
afterwards proved such a thorn to her husband), was the most
troublesome even at that age, and in her letters she tells us so,
and that at times she had even to be beaten. But she admired
her mother just as much as did the rest.

The last year of Henry IPs reign was a time of important
marriages, and festivities, pageants, and fetes in connection
therewith such as Henry loved. On the 24th April 1558, Cath-
erine's eldest son Francis was married to Mary, Queen of
Scots, both of them being fifteen years of age. This wedding
was arranged on the grandest scale, with every accessory
that could add picturesque effect. A gallery hung with vine
branches laden with grapes was constructed from the Bishop's
palace to the door of the cathedral of Notre Dame, in front
of which was placed the royal dais; and as the brilliant cor-
tege approached the dais, heralds flung gold and silver among
the crowd, until they had to desist owing to the scramble for
It creating so great a disturbance. The young bride, "dressed
all in white and looking like a lily, and wearing a crown blaz-
ing with diamonds, sapphires, and emeralds," took her place